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WHAT  
WE DO

General Dynamics UK is committed to delivering 
cutting-edge capability to the UK Ministry of Defence 
and to customers overseas – ensuring those 
operating on the frontline can do so effectively.
It currently provides the tactical communication system used by the UK 
Armed Forces, known as Bowman, and is designing and developing the  
next-generation tactical communication and information system, which 
will be used to plan, deploy, manage and monitor communications and 
information for the Army. 

We are also delivering AJAX, the future of Armoured Fighting Vehicles (AFV) 
for the British Army. In addition, the Company provides a range of avionic 
systems that are used on different types of military aircraft around the world.

Established in the UK in 1962

Integrated the Bowman communication system 
into more than 18,000 UK land vehicles

Established a new Armoured Fighting Vehicle 
Assembly facility in Merthyr Tydfil

More than 1,000 employees

Bowman tactical communications programme has 
contributed almost £4.5 billion to the UK economy

Facilities in Bristol, Chippenham, Hastings, 
Merthyr Tydfil and Oakdale



WHY JOIN US?

We have a number of exciting opportunities for driven and bright apprentices 
who are looking for a career, not just a job. As one of the world’s leading 
defence organisations, you’ll gain valuable opportunities to broaden your 
experience and be a valued member of the team from day one.

At General Dynamics UK, we are passionate about 
diversity and committed to recruiting employees from 
all backgrounds – helping us to encourage innovation 
and creativity to develop our future leaders.

During your time on the apprenticeship programme, 
you will have the support of experienced training 
professionals and institutions to ensure you achieve 
your academic potential. You will also have the support 
and guidance of engineering and manufacturing 
managers and mentors in the business that will be with 
you every step of the way.

At General Dynamics UK, we offer… 
•  Structured and supported learning over three to four 

years (depending on the programme)

• Company-funded studies

•  Starting salary of £12,000 plus bonus of up to  
10 per cent (depending on Company and individual 
performance)

•  Annual salary reviews and a competitive benefits 
package

•  Supported training, learning and development

•  Dedicated HR advisor to support and mentor you

•  In-depth hands-on exposure and experience

•  Time to attend college. 



WHAT ARE WE 
LOOKING FOR? 

•  Five GCSEs or above at grade A-C in English, Maths and STEM-related subject

•   Enthusiasm and interest in engineering and the defence industry

•  Someone who wants to build a career

•  Demonstrated skills in problem solving and being innovative

Apprenticeship programmes on offer: 
•  Hastings – Higher Apprenticeship: Advanced Manufacturing Engineering – Level 4

•  Hastings – Engineering Manufacture: Electrical and Electronic Engineering – Level 3

•  Hastings – Mechanical Manufacturing Engineering – Level 3

•  Hastings - Performing Engineering Operations – Level 2

•  Merthyr Tydfil – Mechanical Manufacturing Engineering – NVQ Level 3 and HNC

•  Merthyr Tydfil – Maintenance Engineering – NVQ Level 3 and HNC

•  Merthyr Tydfil – Engineering Technical Support – NVQ Level 3 and HNC

•  Merthyr Tydfil – Mechanical Fitter / Craft – NVQ Level 3 and BTEC National Level 3 Diploma

•  Oakdale – Engineering Apprenticeship – NVQ (Level 3) and BTEC HNC



HASTINGS – 
MANUFACTURING 
PROGRAMME 

We are offering two apprenticeship programmes based around 
manufacturing at our Hastings site in East Sussex.

Our programmes in Hastings will give you experience in 
the fields of manufacturing engineering and electronics, 
as well as gaining a wider understanding of business 
activities at General Dynamics UK and its wider 
programmes. You will attend Sussex Coast College to 
gain your qualification in one of the following:

•  Higher Apprenticeship: Advanced Manufacturing 
Engineering – Level 4

•  Engineering Manufacture: Electrical and Electronic 
Engineering – Level 3

•  Mechanical Manufacturing Engineering – Level 3

•  Performing Engineering Operations – Level 2.

What to expect:
•  Development and understanding of basic engineering 

and manufacturing principles

•  Practical experience

•  Support and exposure within further education –  
time to attend college is provided and supported. 



MERTHYR TYDFIL – 
MANUFACTURING AND 
MECHANICAL PROGRAMME

The two apprenticeships on offer will give you 
the opportunity to gain valuable experience in the 
fields of manufacturing, mechanical and electronics 
engineering, as well as gaining a wider understanding 
of business activities and projects that General 
Dynamics UK is involved with. 

Acting in partnership with Merthyr Tydfil College 
we have developed the following apprenticeship 
programmes:

•  Mechanical Manufacturing Engineering – NVQ Level 3 
and Higher National Certificate (HNC) qualification 
(four-year programme) 

•  Maintenance Engineering – NVQ Level 3 and Higher 
National Certificate (HNC) qualifications (four-year 
programme)

•  Engineering Technical Support – NVQ Level 3  
and Higher National Certificate (HNC) qualification

•  Mechanical Fitter / Craft – NVQ Level 3 and BTEC 
National Level 3 Diploma.

What to expect:
•  Experience working within manufacturing, 

mechanical and electronics engineering

•  Development and understanding of basic engineering 
and manufacturing principles 

•  Support and exposure within further education – 
time to attend college is provided and supported.

We offer two manufacturing apprenticeship programmes 
at our facility in Merthyr Tydfil, South Wales.



OAKDALE – ENGINEERING 
PROGRAMME

Acting in partnership with a local training provider, 
Newport and District Group Training Association (NDGTA), 
we have developed a four-year programme where 
you will work towards: NVQ (Level 3) and BTEC HNC 
qualifications.

What to expect:
•  Experience working in a laboratory environment

•  Experience in systems, software, hardware and support 
engineering

•  Involvement in wider business activities and projects

•  Practical engineering experience, as well as supported 
time to attend college on a combination of block and 
day-release.

Our engineering apprenticeship programme based in Oakdale, 
South Wales will give you the opportunity to gain valuable 
experience in the fields of general engineering.
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APPLICATION  
AND ASSESSMENT  
PROCESS

The recruitment selection process:

Stage 1
Visit our website https://gdukgraduates.com – choose 
from one of our key disciplines and apply by clicking on 
the relevant link. Complete the online application form – 
this is your chance to tell us all about yourself, so we can 
make sure you’ll be successful with us. Try to include 
information that is relevant to the role you are applying for 
and that allows us to get to know you.

Stage 2
If successful following the online application, you will be 
invited to carry out reasoning testing.

Stage 3
If successful, you will be invited to a selection event, 
which will include a one-to-one interview.Hastings

Oakdale Merthyr Tydfil



To apply for an apprenticeship programme at 
General Dynamics UK, please visit 
www.generaldynamics.uk.com or email 
recruitment@generaldynamics.uk.com

www.generaldynamnics.uk.com

RECRUITING NOW!
Visit our website to find out more and apply...

#GDUKApprentices
Follow us on Twitter

@gduknews
Find us on

Facebook
Follow us on Instagram
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