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WHAT  
WE DO AT 
GENERAL 
DYNAMICS 
UK

General Dynamics UK is one 
of the UK’s leading defence 
companies, and an important 
supplier to the UK Ministry 
of Defence (MoD). 

General Dynamics UK is committed to delivering 
cutting-edge capability to the UK Ministry of 
Defence and to customers overseas — ensuring 
those operating on the frontline can do so effectively. 

It currently provides the tactical communication 
system used by the UK Armed Forces, known as 
Bowman, and is designing and developing the  
next-generation tactical communication and 
information system, which will be used to plan, 
deploy, manage and monitor communications and 
information for the Army. We are also delivering 
AJAX, the future of Armoured Fighting Vehicles 
(AFV) for the British Army. In addition, the Company 
provides a range of avionic systems that are used on 
different types of military aircraft around the world.

HRH Prince Charles, during a visit 
to the General Dynamics UK site in 
South Wales



I enjoy the variety of commercial 
issues that present constant 
learning opportunities.
— Tom, commercial graduate

Flexible working (nine-day fortnight) 
Competitive salary 
Opportunities to travel
Career development
Health benefits
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WHY JOIN US 
AT GENERAL 
DYNAMICS UK?

A career at General Dynamics UK 
is challenging and rewarding.

From day one, you will be involved in delivering 
innovative capability to the UK Armed Forces and 
customers worldwide. You will develop new skills 
that will serve you throughout your career, and you’ll 
receive support during the programme and beyond.

By being an employee of General Dynamics UK 
you will be valued and have the ability to make the 
most of the different opportunities you will receive. 
Whilst we know that doing a good job is rewarding 
in itself, we also offer a highly competitive package 
with rewards that match your achievements as you 
progress through the Company. 

•  Competitive starting salary plus bonus of u to 10 
per cent, depending on individual and Company 
performance

•  Structured development programme over 24 
months

• A competitive benefits package from day one

• Supported training, learning and development

• Dedicated HR Advisor to support and guide you

• Supported mentoring from the business

•  In-depth hands-on exposure and experience on a 
variety of projects

•  Flexible working including the opportunity to work 
a nine-day fortnight.
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DID YOU KNOW…

General Dynamics UK actively 
invests in the local communities 
and wider regions where we 
have facilities. 

We are more than just a local employer. We recognise 
that we can play a positive role in the continued 
development of our communities, whether through 
supporting local charitable causes or helping 
strengthen our local economy by participating in 
industry and government initiatives. 

In recent years, General Dynamics UK has been a 
regular supporter of the Hastings Half Marathon, 
and St Michael’s Hospice in Hastings; as well as a 
proud sponsor of the national academy for Disability 
Sport Wales. We operate a Charitable Contributions 
Committee made up of employees from all our sites. 
They are responsible for reviewing all the charity and 
fundraising applications received by the Company, 
and decide where they’d best like to see our 
donations go. 

In addition, we take our support to the Armed Forces 
very seriously, and were one of the first companies 
to sign up to the Armed Forces Covenant to express 
our support to members of the Armed Forces 
community. 

We regularly support Armed Forces charities, 
including ABF — The Soldiers’ Charity, Combat 
Stress, and SSAFA. We also actively support national 
charity campaigns including the #22PushUpChallenge 
and events such as Reserves Day and Armed  
Forces Day.

At General Dynamics UK, we are passionate about 
diversity and committed to recruiting employees from 
all backgrounds – helping us to encourage innovation 
and creativity to develop our future leaders.
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AJAX platform
The new Armoured Fighting  
Vehicle (AFV) Assembly,  
Integration and Testing (AIT) 
facility at Merthyr Tydfil will 
support the delivery of AJAX 
vehicles to the British Army.

Laura, systems engineer
I am supported and
encouraged to develop
my career, by pursuing
new opportunities within
the Company.

Established in the UK in 1962 More than 1,000 employees

Bowman tactical communications 
programme has contributed almost 

£4.5 billion to the UK economy

Integrated the Bowman 
communication system into more 

than 18,000 UK land vehicles

Facilities in Bristol, 
Chippenham, Hastings, 

Merthyr Tydfil and Oakdale

Established a new Armoured 
Fighting Vehicle Assembly 

facility in Merthyr Tydfil
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The diversity of tasks 
allows me to adapt 
and learn the  
necessary skills.
— Scott, systems engineer
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WHAT WILL I BE DOING:  
ENGINEERING 
GRADUATE SCHEME

The General Dynamics UK 
Engineering graduate scheme 
allows successful candidates 
to work across a number of 
different teams within engineering 
throughout the Company.

The engineering graduate scheme runs for 24 months 
and consists of up to four six-month rotations across 
the business streams (however, there is some 
flexibility depending on projects/business demand). 
These rotations ensure that you gain experience 
and a full appreciation of how General Dynamics 
UK operates. You will have hands-on experience 
undertaking activities under the supervision and 
guidance from mentors and managers. Your first year 
will include a range of training — covering technical, 
interpersonal and team working, to develop skills that 
are fundamental to the business. Graduates will form 
multi-disciplined teams where you will learn about the 
various programmes and business streams, carrying 
out research and presenting back findings to the 
business. 

Graduates joining General Dynamics UK will be 
expected to add value from day one. Through 
the development programme and through work 
experience in departmental areas, graduates will 
develop into valuable members of the business and 
hopefully our future leaders.

Once you have successfully completed the graduate 
scheme, you will become an engineer in a relevant 
area of the business. However, that’s not where your 
support ends. You’ll be assigned a career mentor to 
support you during year’s three and four, who will 
help and guide your development and ensure that 
your personal development plan is aligned with your 
own career aspirations, which might include further 
study for some.
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Hannah, project manager
I’m exposed to different 
situations, from stakeholder 
meetings to project scheduling 
and finance, making the job 
varied and rewarding.



11What will I be doing?

It’s exciting to work on the future 
of Armoured Fighting Vehicles — 
there are great international 
career progression opportunities 
and the support from the team 
is brilliant.
— Will, project manager

Working within internal research and 
development is rewarding, as I get to work 
on my own projects, contributing to the 
bigger picture of the products.
— Alyssia, software engineer
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WHAT WILL I BE DOING?  
BUSINESS OPERATIONS 
GRADUATE SCHEME

The General Dynamics UK 
graduate scheme allows 
successful candidates to become 
a business specialist in the field 
of Commercial, Finance, Human 
Resources Project Management 
and Supply Chain. 

They will work across a number of different projects, 
process and teams within business.The business 
operations graduate scheme runs for 24 months 
and consists of five rotations across the business 
streams. 

These rotations ensure that you gain valuable 
experience and a full appreciation of how General 
Dynamics UK operates. You will receive guidance 
through a mentor and manager throughout the 
24 months.

Your first year will include a range of training – 
covering some technical, interpersonal and team 
working – to develop skills thatare fundamental to the 
business.

Graduates joining General Dynamics UK will be 
encouraged to add value from day one. Through 
the development programme and through work 
experience in departmental areas, graduates will 
develop into valuable members of the business and 
our future leaders.

Once you have successfully completed the graduate 
scheme, you will see progression into a suitable 
role within the business. You will then be given the 
opportunity for further training which will ensure that 
your your personal development plan is aligned with 
your own career aspirations.
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Glyn, systems engineer
General Dynamics UK is a 
well-respected Company to 
work for with a great working 
atmosphere.



WHAT DO I NEED TO JOIN 
GENERAL DYNAMICS UK? 
QUALIFICATIONS

Engineering graduate scheme:

A minimum qualification of 2:1 Honours in a relevant 
STEM subject is required for the General Dynamics 
UK Engineering graduate scheme.

Business operations graduate scheme:

A minimum qualification of 2:1 honours in a relevant 
subject is required for the General Dynamics UK 
graduate scheme. Preferred degrees are Business, 
Finance and Legal. We will also accept applications 
from those with relevant work experience

Essential skills: 

•  Be self-motivated, act with professionalism 
and able to work within a team

• Be organised and able to prioritise your work

• Be flexible in your approach to your work

• Be able to perform tasks on your own initiative

•  Be enthusiastic and driven towards achieving 
your goals

•  Be open and willing to learn from feedback and 
coaching within the business

•  Be interested in pursuing a career within 
General Dynamics UK

•  Be willing to apply yourself across different 
technical domains to support the business streams. 

Desirable: 

Previous work experience is desired either from 
short-term or long-term placements.
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
ENGINEERING DISCIPLINES 
ON OFFER

Systems 

Systems engineering involves the interdisciplinary 
application of many different engineering principles 
that enables the realisations of successful systems. 
This is achieved through the engineer incorporating 
an approach that takes into account all of the factors 
that can affect the system through its entire life cycle. 
A typical day is highly varied and can range from 
defining customer needs, system design and test 
through to deployment of completed systems. 

Software 

Key responsibilities include analysing software 
requirements, modelling software components, 
delivering high quality working code, implementing 
test cases and producing documentation. This role 
provides exposure to all aspects of the software 
development lifecycle, whilst working alongside 
many experienced and highly-skilled engineers. The 
role allows a certain amount of creativity to deliver 
innovative solutions to some of the challenges which 
the business faces. 

Mechanical 

Working within multi-disciplined project teams, this 
role involves mechanical design during all phases 
of the development life-cycle — responsible for the 
integrity of the mechanical design solution including 
safety, the cost of design, ease of manufacture and 
systems integration of mechanical solutions; the role 
takes a holistic approach to mechanical engineering.

Electronic 

This role involves electrical and electronic design 
during all phases of the development life-cycle. 

The role works with both the analogue and digital 
elements of electronic systems of avionic and 
vehicle platforms to provide the services such as 
power, communications/networks, safety circuits, 
computing, control panels. These sub-systems need 
to be integrated into the platforms and you will be 
involved in testing to prove that these systems work 
and meet the customer requirements.

Your ideas and opinions 
are valued from day one.
— Kirstin, software engineer

Travelling to different customer 
sites, laboratories and test 
chambers gives variety to 
the working week.
— Asif, electronics engineer
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APPLICATION  
ASSESSMENT  
AND PROCESS

Now that you have a greater 
understanding about General 
Dynamics UK and the exciting 
opportunities our graduate 
scheme offers, we hope you 
want to find out more. We are 
recruiting bright graduates who 
are hungry for a challenge.

The recruitment 
selection process:

Stage 1
Choose from one of our key disciplines.

Stage 2
Visit our website www.gdukgraduates.com and 
apply by clicking on the relevant link. Complete the 
online application form and upload your CV. This 
is your chance to tell us all about yourself, so we 
can make sure you’ll be successful with us. Try to 
include information that is relevant to the role you 
are applying for and that allows us to get to know 
you.

Stage 3
If successful, you will be invited to a selection 
event. The selection event may include tasks 
from group exercises and team building tasks, to 
individual presentations and face-to-face interviews.

HastingsChippenham

Oakdale Merthyr Tydfil

The ability to rotate within my 
graduate role gives me an insight 
into all areas of the business.
— Dan, finance graduate
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To apply for a rewarding career at  
General Dynamics UK please visit  
www.gdukgraduates.com or email 
recruitment@generaldynamics.uk.com

General Dynamics UK

@GDUKNews

@GDUKNews

General Dynamics UK Limited


